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Rep. Shays to Convene Hearing on Protection of U.S.
Personnel Abroad

(Washington, DC) -- Congressman Christopher Shays (R-CT), Chairman of the
Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats, and International Relations,
today announced the Subcommittee will hold an oversight hearing May 10 to examine
State Department efforts to protect so-called “soft targets,” U.S. personnel and their
families overseas.

American officials overseas, representing agencies across the federal government,
are facing a new safety environment in which they must conduct diplomacy and other
government business. Both the Congress and the State Department have responded by
funding a vigorous capital improvement program to enhance security. But many attacks
against U.S. personnel overseas take place outside embassy walls.

The hearing will focus on the findings of a new Government Accountability Office
report, entitled, Overseas Security: State Department Has Not Fully Implemented Key
Measures to Protect U.S. Officials from Terrorist Attacks Outside Embassies.

“As embassies and consulates are hardened,” Shays said, “those seeking to harm
us will set their sights on softer targets, places where U.S. diplomats and their families
live, shop and travel. Enhancing and maintaining personal security outside the compound
requires a long term strategy and sustained attention. Both are overdue.”

The hearing will convene Tuesday, May 10, at 2:00 p.m. in room 2154 of the
Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
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